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Principals’ Message  
The month of October was a time for our school 
community to delve more deeply into our units of 
study.  These units compel students to think critically, 
ask questions, and research topics of their interests 
both in and out of the classroom.  Providing 
enrichment opportunities and experiential learning for 
all students is another objective of these units. Check 
out the article on Excellence and the Bowers Bulldog 
news for more information.  
 
We look forward to seeing you soon at parent 
conferences.  This is an opportunity for your children 
to showcase all of their learning.  It is also a chance 
for you to ask about their progress towards their 
academic goals.  
 
Finally, as we celebrate our Thanksgiving holiday, we 
are reminded of how blessed we are to be a part of 
this amazing Bowers School community.  We are so 
thankful for all that you do, for your continued 
partnership, and involvement in your child’s learning. 
Happy Thanksgiving!  
 
 Sincerely, 
 Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                Max Echevarria 

 

Grade Level Newsletters 
In addition to the grade level 
newsletters, we are adding the Bowers 
Power Writer,  the STEM Spotlight, 
and the UCONN Team Newsletters. 
We hope that, with these additions, all 
of you will gain greater insights into all 
the amazing learning taking place at 
our school.  Enjoy!  

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter Bowers Power Writer 

STEM Spotlight UCONN Team 
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Superintendent Matt Geary will be in attendance at the 
November 15th PTA meeting to discuss the SMARTR2 
project.  It will take place at 6:30 in the Bowers Gym. 

 
 

Inclement Weather 
Inclement Weather Plans… 
As winter weather approaches, we want to remind families to 
make sure all families have a plan in place in the event of an early 
dismissal due to inclement weather.  
Winter Weather Gear… 
Also, please note that, weather permitting, we go outside for 
recess each day.  Please make sure that your child has 
appropriate winter weather gear including hats, gloves or mittens, 
jackets, boots and snow pants, if appropriate.  Placing your child’s 
name in all items ensures that they will be returned to your child if 
lost.  Thanks for your cooperation. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIblV4bWFBakM5UUZQUUFXWm5ZM04zSzhtbUVr/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HEmeTbm4tO-hFLP6NRDb6bCeyKwra2E0Kp_ERKnTL0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dpRNd4uvuQ_w1O9OQiOujwoRXzX_ndHb0ej7ex-k0U0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mrAnOe4e160GQfPuvdjf_9mef1Jn4A7jirjkT6CLAU4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIQ1F5UkVpUU1xTmZVdlJHdmMwYTQ2VEF5bmVJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIa0FoX2lwQ3ZfMUFseURzcEs0YldQMGhfdkxj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIVjhJVU5qSkUwb2xiRVZXOXhSeGt4Wm5RVjk0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1rRBt7FT_B0AH-GKQG95suKo0TG05a_/view?usp=sharing


   

 

Bulldogs in the Spotlight 

 
For the month of November, we would like to spotlight three 
additional new members to our Bowers family.  One who 
welcomes the many families that we serve, and two who have 
extensive experience working with children in different 
capacities.  Each enriching the culture and climate at our 
school. 

Hello, I am Rebecca Shapard.  I am the 
secretary at Bowers and a parent of a 
student here at our school.  At Bowers I 
work with pretty much everyone. I'm 
here to help anyone and everyone, 
teachers, staff and students alike, in 
any way that I can!!  A fun fact about 
myself is that I am a leftie...If you're a 
leftie also, then you know how hard it is 
to use a manual can opener :)  What I 

love most about working at Bowers is how well everyone gets 
along. It's like a big family. And of course, I love the kids!  
 
Hello, I am Seth Schein and I am a 
paraeducator in Ms. Norton’s 
classroom.  In this classroom we 
support learning for second, third and 
fourth graders.  I am currently in school 
working on my bachelor’ degree in 
Psychology.  I have earned an 
associate, so I am more than halfway 
there!  I also think that I cook pretty well 
and I enjoy it.  I have been trying to 
teach myself how to play the concertina, but I do not practice 
as much as I would like.  What I enjoy most about working at 
Bowers is the friendly, positive and supportive outlook of the 
Bowers staff.  I look forward to coming here every day!  The 
students always make me smile!  
 

Hello, I am Levey Kardulis.  I work with 
an awesome team in room 9!  This 
includes Ms. Corwin, Mr. Faber, Ms. 
Santos, and Mr. Newman.  A fun fact 
about myself is that I am a collector.  I 
have collected matchbox cars since 
forever!  What I like most about our 
school is the small personable 
environment.  As a new staff member, it 
makes it so easy to meet the whole 

staff throughout the building.  I also enjoy the rich diversity and 
culture in our school. 
 

Excellence 

 

 One of Manchester’s core values includes excellence.  This 
value embodies our belief that all students within our school 
community can achieve at all levels of learning.  We are 
committed to providing the opportunities and tools for all 
students to achieve their full potential.  For this reason, at 
Bowers we continually monitor student progress through 
various assessments, both formal and informal.  We provide a 
second tier of supports that specifically addresses students 
unique needs.  These tier two supports began at the end of 
October and are offered within the math and reading blocks. 
We strongly feel that all students should be provided 
enrichment opportunities. Our STEM classes, where 
exploration and inquiry are continually taking place, are 
offered to all students.  We are also fortunate to have four 
interns, through our 
partnership with UCONN, 
that work with our students 
as they develop Passion 
Projects and heart maps.  

What are Passion projects 
and heart maps you ask? 
Stay tuned for further details 
in the December Bugle. 

Gold Awards 

Congratulations to the Gold Awards winners for the month 
of October!  These awards are earned by the class, as a 
whole, for demonstrating our Bowers school expectations. 
These expectations include being engaged learners and 
being safe and respectful in both our words and actions. 

Golden Book Awards - Mrs. Sabatelli class and Mrs. 
Garcia’s class. 

Golden Volleyball Award - Ms. Gotta class and Mrs. 
Garcia’s class 

Golden Paintbrush - Mrs.Garcia’s class and Mrs. 
Sabatelli’s class. 

Golden Recorder - Mrs. Garre's class and Miss Litrico's 
class 

Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Mrs. Tryon’s class 

Golden Cylinder (3-4) - Ms. Avery’s class 
We’ve Got the Power at Bowers! Go, Bulldogs! 



 
 

Bowers Bulldog News 
 
The month of October 
included opportunities for 
students to extend their 
learning beyond the 
classrooms both through 
field trips and visits from 
our community partners.  
 

On October 3rd, our Kindergarten students were able to 
explore life on a farm when they visited the Foster 
Family Farm. They were 
given opportunities to take 
hay rides, observe some of 
the everyday tasks required 
to run a farm, and learn 
about the animals that 
produce some of the 
everyday items they see on 
the grocery store shelves. 
They were given a treat, in the form of a pumpkin, that 

they could take with them. 
Mrs. Then, Mrs. Tryon, 
Mrs. Cleary, and Mrs. 
Sabatelli were thrilled to 
see the excitement on their 
students’ faces both on the 
trip and upon their return.  
 
 

Mrs. Garre, Mrs. Garcia, and 
Mrs. Sullivan’s third grade 
classes became investigators 
this month when they 
attended a field trip at the 
Connecticut Audubon Society. 
As detectives, they observed 
and investigated three types 
of habitats: forests, fields, and 
ponds.  They compared 
abiotic and biotic organisms in 
each of the habitats including how the plants and 
animals differed.  In addition to these investigations, they 
measured wind speed, air temperature, and light.    

 
 They also looked for 

signs of the different 
types of animals 
and plants that were 
present and 
provided examples 
of how they 
adapted to each of 
their respective 

habitats.  
Students were enthusiastic investigators who were 
quickly able to explain how habitats are impacted by 
human development of land.  Students were also asked 
to think about innovative ideas on ways we can all create 
homes and roads that would not impact our environment. 
 
On October 19th, the 
PTA held their annual 
Fall Craft Fair. 
Families took part in 
fun activities including 
pumpkin decorating, 
fair games, bounce 

houses, and a chance to 
check out some first 
responder vehicles. 
Speaking of first 
responders, Bowers had 
the privilege of hosting 
the Fire Department’s 
8th Utilities District.  As 

part of Fire Prevention week, they provided our students 
with important 
information on fire 
prevention and how to 
stay safe when 
encountering a fire. 
Students were given 
the chance to ask 
questions and to get 
an up close view of a 
fire truck, the equipment used to fight fires, and the 
uniform that Firemen wear.  All these exciting happening 
at Bowers are due to the strong partnership between our 
staff, families and community partners.  Thank you for all 
that you do on behalf of our school community! 

 
 



 
 

 
FYI 

 

Lunch Time Teacher Substitutes Needed 
Lunch Time Substitutes needed to monitor students during their lunch waves.  If interested, call the school office at 
860-647-3313. Thanks! 

 
 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource Center Lunch 

Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them know that our 

security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and given entry by either office staff 
or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 
During Arrival and Dismissal Times  

 

● Please see the map below which designates areas where student drop off is allowed. There is no parking or 
standing on Princeton Street in front of the school between Henry and Harvard. If you want to see your 
child enter the school building, please park your car and walk your child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 8:55 and this is when walkers/dropped-off students may enter the building. While we make 
every effort to have a staff member by the arrival doors by 8:45 am, this is not always possible. Please do not 
drop off students early. 

● All students and family members who cross Henry Street should do so at the corner with the crossing guard or at 
the cross walk by the entrance to the bus loop. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 



 

 
 

                          PTA Pipeline 

Happy November everyone!!! 
  
We would like to thank everyone who supported us during the Fall Festival and marched in the 
Homecoming parade. We were the only school, other than MHS, to be represented on the 19th 
in the parade and many thanks to the Kay family for marching and taking pictures. Fall festival 
was a huge success. The students had a blast painting pumpkins, playing games, getting their 
faces painted and bouncing in our bounce house. Many thanks to our numerous vendors, to 
those who gifted us raffle prizes, to Taylor Rental for the bounce house, to Pops for his hot dog 
cart, to the CT princesses for making an appearance, to MPD and 8th utilities for the fire truck, 
swat car and police car, to Fish Farm for the use of their hay and to anyone else who had a 
hand in making it a great night for our families! (If we missed anyone, we apologize!) 
  
Our next events are meals for the staff for conferences. Look for future communication to sign 
up to bring goodies November 14-16. They always look forward to this treat and we always 
enjoy keeping them full of energy to get through these three days. 
  
November 15th is our next meeting, 6:30 in the GYM. Please note the change in location. We 
will hold a shortened regular meeting as we will have Superintendent Matt Geary joining us to 
discuss the SMARTR2 project. This is open to the public, so invite your friends and neighbors 
to come and hear what he has to say. We will be LIVE that night but will not be able to field 
questions through Facebook. Please be in attendance and fill the gym in support of BOWERS! 
  
Do you shop via Amazon? Use smile.amazon.com and select PTSA Connecticut Congress 
Bowers School PTA to donate to our PTA every time you make a purchase! Don’t forget to 
send in your Box Tops!!! Every dime counts! 
  
Please feel free to join the Bowers Elementary School PTA Facebook page and/or email us at 
bowersschoolpta@gmail.com. We are also on the Remind app at: 
https://www.remind.com/join/6ff8eg. We would love to hear from you! 
  
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
  
Your PTA Executive Board, 
Liz, Janet, Chrissy, Kristine and Deanna 
  
Upcoming PTA events: 
Teacher Conference Lunches - Wed-Friday November 14-16th 
Meeting - Thursday November 15th at 6:30 in the GYM 
Polar Express Night - Friday December 7th (more info to follow!) 

https://www.remind.com/join/6ff8eg
https://www.remind.com/join/6ff8eg

